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WHAT ARE MY RIGHTS IF THE DEFENDANT
IS GIVEN PROBATION?

If the defendant is sentenced to probation or post-release supervision, whether an adult or a juvenile, the 
agency responsible for this supervision is the Community Corrections of the Division of Adult Correction 
and Juvenile Justice. The Community Corrections Division is responsible for and shall notify you of the 
following within 30 days of the event requiring notification, or as otherwise specified:

The defendant's regular conditions of probation or post-release supervision, special or added 
conditions, supervision requirements, and any subsequent changes.

�

The date and location of any hearing to determine whether the defendant's supervision should be 
revoked, continued, modified, or terminated.

�

The final disposition of any of the above hearings.�

Any restitution modification.�

The defendant's movement into or out of any intermediate sanction.�

The defendant's absconding supervision, within 72 hours.�

Within 72 hours of the capture of a defendant following his or her absconding.�

The date when the defendant is terminated or discharged.�

The defendant's death.�
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WHAT RIGHTS AM I ENTITLED TO SHOULD
THE DEFENDANT BE PARDONED OR THE

SENTENCE COMMUTED?

If the defendant is pardoned (forgiven), or if the sentence is commuted (reduced), you are entitled to be 
informed by the Governor’s Clemency Office of these decisions.

Notice of a pardon or commuted sentence:

*This Article, including the provision of a service pursuant to this Article through the Statewide Automated 
Victim Assistance and Notification System established by the Governor's Crime Commission, does not 
create a claim for damages against the State, a county, or a municipality, or any of its agencies, 
instrumentalities, officers, or employees.

*TRANSLATION: You cannot sue the State, a county, or a municipality, or any of its agencies, 
instrumentalities, officers, or employees for damages

Pursuant to this Article:

No money damages:

The Governor's Clemency Office shall notify you when it is considering commuting the defendant's 
sentence or pardoning the defendant.

�

The Governor's Clemency Office shall also give notice that you have the right to present a written 

statement to be considered by the Governor’s Clemency Office before the defendant's sentence is 
commuted or the defendant is pardoned.

�

The Governor's Clemency Office shall notify you of its decision. This notice shall be given in a manner 
that is reasonably calculated to allow for a timely response to the commutation or pardon decision.

�
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WHAT OTHER RIGHTS DO I HAVE THAT MAY
HELP ME AS A CRIME VICTIM?

You have the right to an interpreter if English is NOT your primary language:
The court shall require an interpreter (at the state’s expense) for any court proceeding involving a party 

who speaks a language other than English as their primary language and has a limited ability to read, 
speak, or understand English.

�

You have rights regarding Rape Kit Testing:
"The Survivor Act" provides sexual assault victims, for whom a forensic examination was performed after 
the assault, the right to be informed on requirements that include specific timelines for various aspects of 
processing by agencies involved and specific protocols for how all unprocessed kits shall be tracked. For 
more information on the Survivor Act:

These requirements are designed to assure the timely processing by health providers, law enforcement, 
and the State Crime Lab of the resulting "rape kits".

�

The results of the testing eventually become part of the evidence in the case and are uploaded to CODIS, 
a nationwide law enforcement database.

�

The law now also requires law enforcement agencies to establish review teams to survey their entire 
untested Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit (SAECK)) inventory to determine a priority submission 
order for testing.

�

The Public Protection Section of the Attorney General’s Office can address questions and provide 
additional information by email at publicprotection@ncdoj.gov, or by calling (919) 716-6780.

�

You have the right to hire an attorney:
The District Attorney is not your attorney. The District Attorney is representing the interests of the state 

and since your interests as a crime victim and the interests of the state are closely aligned, the district 

attorney is interested in including your voice as proceedings begin and move forward. However, they 
must balance the victim’s needs with that of the community at large and the safety of the general public.

�

You may hire your own attorney to ensure you have representation that focuses exclusively on your 
rights and needs as a crime victim. Your attorney will not participate in the prosecution of the accused.

�

If you are scheduled to appear in a court proceeding for which interpreters are needed at state expense, 

you or your attorney should submit a request for an interpreter to the local Language Access 
Coordinator (LAC). Written requests should be submitted electronically by completing the Request for 
Spoken Foreign Language Court Interpreter Form.

�

Requests for interpreters should be submitted at least 10 business days prior to the scheduled court 
proceeding.

�

If you have not requested an interpreter prior to the court date, you should notify the courtroom clerk or 

magistrate that you need an interpreter as soon as you arrive for the court proceeding. If the LAC does 

not have sufficient time to find a qualified court interpreter, your proceeding will be continued.

�
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NORTH CAROLINA VICTIM ASSISTANCE NETWORK
NORTH CAROLINA CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS

ACT COMPARISON CHART

The North Carolina Crime Victims’ Rights Act (CVRA) has set forth state constitutional rights to be afforded to crime victims 
which provide them with services and information as they move through the criminal and judicial legal processes. However, in the 
previous CVRA, notification methods were not defined and compliance enforcement was not included for crime victims. This 
chart offers a quick comparison of our current CVRA (Marsy’s Law) to our previous CVRA so that you can better grasp what has 
changed from then to now.

2019 CVRA 1998 CVRA

A victim has a right “to be reasonably heard
at any court proceeding involving the plea,

conviction, adjudication, sentencing, or
release of the accused.”

A victim has the right to be reasonably heard
at sentencing of the accused “in a manner

and at other times ”as prescribed by law or
deemed appropriate by the court.

If the victim is a minor or is legally incapacitated, a parent, 
guardian, or legal custodian may assert all of the minor’s 

victim rights.

When a victim is mentally or physically
incompetent or when the victim is a minor, the
victim’s rights may be exercised by the victim’s

next of kin or legal guardian.

A victim has the right to receive notifications
from the DA’s office in a reasonable, accurate,

and timely method: electronically, by phone, or
otherwise requested.

All notices by the district attorney’s office shall
be given in a manner that is reasonably calculated to be 

received prior to the date of the court proceeding

Crime victims of an act of delinquency, that is
against or involving the person of the victim or is 

equivalent to a felony property crime are
afforded rights

No specific rights afforded to victims of crimes
by a juvenile defendant.

A victim may allege a violation of his or her
victim’s rights by a three step method:

1) victim seeks to reasonably resolve the alleged
violation initially with the violating agency;

2) if unsolved, then by motion to the clerk of
superior court; 3) finally if still unresolved, then by

appeal to the NC Court of Appeals

No specific enforcement process was afforded
to victims of crime who alleged a violation

of their victim rights.

Felony crimes against a person have been
expanded. Felony property crimes have

been included. Serious misdemeanors have
been expanded if the elements of the offense
involves communicating a threat or stalking.

Victims of specific felony crimes and serious
misdemeanor offenses were afforded rights
when the offense was committed between
persons who have a personal relationship

Remember: Victims must “request” or “opt-in” to receive their rights. This means that when the District Attorney’s 
Office informs you of your rights, you must in return communicate to the District Attorney’s Office that you want to 
exercise all of your rights, some of your rights, or none of your rights.

Division of Community Corrections/ Adult Correction 
and Juvenile Justice have responsibilities to crime victims

associated with the post trial sanctions

Only Division of Community Corrections/Adult
Correction was responsible for post trial rights

for victims of crime.

A person who is a victim of a human trafficking offense is 
entitled to benefits and services. A person who is a victim 
of and/or witness to a sexual assault shall not be required 

to submit to a polygraph examination in order to have
an investigation conducted into the matter

There were no specific rights afforded to victims of 
human trafficking offenses. In NC Statute, polygraph 

examinations of specific crime victims contained limited 
responsibilities but no specific rights.
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